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11 May 1860

Holland, Michigan

Several matters were dealt with at the meeting of the consistory of the First Reformed Church at
which Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte presided. New members were received. Widow de Frel
resigned from membership in the congregation. Rev. Philip Phelps, principal of the Holland
Academy asked for permission to use the church building for the upcoming examination of
students. The request was put on hold. A student at the parochial school was dismissed for
slovenliness. The consistory accepted the responsibility to find him a good Christian home.
Finances of the parochial school continue to be a major problem. Since C. Vorst and his wife had
their child baptized "at the Secessionists," a committee of Elders Keppel and Wakker was
appointed to investigate the matter. A committee was appointed to review the books of the
deacons.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Records of Holland,
vol. II, pp. 135-137.
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He was acc ted
ps as a member of the congregation.
ARTICLE 3 —
\ T minutes were read and approved.
ARTICLE 4 — The co ittee to visit the van Duirens reports that they have not been
able to accomplish much. They have maintained their complaint against Brother Broek
and, driven by a lust for rev ge, could not accept good advice. Brother Broek, noting
that his presence was not he1pf4l and not desiring to discuss the matter further, left early,
stating that he would leave the thtter in the hands of the committee. With the departure
of Brother Broek, the committee w\az unable to explore the matter further. They left these
members with some Christian admoiNon, but had not been able to settle the affair. The
committee concluded that, for the mombl t, this difficulty could not be resolved.
ARTICLE 5 — The elders, entrusted with the ask of furthering the school of the
congregation and gathering signatures from pe ple willing to pledge, reported that their
work had not yet been completed. Brother KanajA3 has a list of twelve persons and the
sum of $19.50. Wakker and Keppel have a list of eiblit persons and $97.00 (?). Received
for information.
ARTICLE 6 — The next consistory meeting was scheduled fo iday, May 11.
The meeting was closed with prayer by Brother te Roller.
G. Wakker, clerk
Consistory Meeting of May 11, 1860
Absent: Brothers de Vries, van de Luyster, Wilterdink, and, because of illness, Hekhuis.
The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. A. C. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 1 — Present at the meeting were David Bos and Anna Bos, nee Boerema, with
the desire to make profession of faith, and to be granted admission to the table of the
Lord. This was unanimously approved.
ARTICLE 2— The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.
ARTICLE 3 — A letter was received from the Widow de Frel, declaring
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her resignation from the church fellowship. Received for information.
ARTICLE 4 — Membership was received for Lolke Retskes Jaarda and Nieske Jaarda,
nee Rijtema, from Kalamazoo, dated March 31, 1860.
ARTICLE 5 — A request was received from the Rev. Phelps for permission to use the
church building at the upcoming examination of the students. After various judgments,
the brothers assigned the president to inform Rev. Phelps of certain matters, and then to
report at the next meeting.
ARTICLE 6— A letter was received from the board of the school, declaring that Hubert
Bottenberg, because of slovenliness, could no longer remain at the school, and, as a
consequence, the matter was referred to the consistory of Holland. It was decided to look
for a good home for his care and education, so that he can be under good Christian
observation and, if at all possible, bring about changes benefiting this young man,
preferably not in the proximity of his peers. Brother Broek was assigned to see if a place
can be found at P. Vork.
ARTICLE 7 — It was decided to take the $60.00 assessed by classis for the arrears of the
school, for which the Holland congregation is responsible, from the loan of $125.00 out
of the legacy of the late Mr. Schenk. A change in the congregation's support is not likely
to occur at this time.
ARTICLE 8 — It was decided to take a collection for the school of our congregation and
to send the funds to the school board in the East, in conformity with regulations.
ARTICLE 9 — It was decided to take a collection in the next fourteen days to reduce the
debt to the Board of Education.
ARTICLE 10— Brother Broek reports on the sad situation of Buirsma. It was decided to
give him some assistance, via the deacons.
ARTICLE 11 — Because it has become common knowledge that C. Vorst and wife have
had their child baptized at the Secessionists, a committee to investigate was appointed,
consisting of Keppel and Wakker.
ARTICLE 12— The committee to review the books of the deacons consists of Labots,
Kamper, and Broek.
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ARTICLE 13 — The next meeting of the consistory will be on Friday, May 18.
The meeting was closed with prayer by Brother Kamper.
G. Wakker, clerk
Consistory Meeting of May 18, 1860
Absemt: Brothers Wilterdink, te Roller, and Vork.

.7"

ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by the president, Rey. A. C. van
Raalte.
The minutes were read and approved, with the exception of a co ection by Brother van
de Luyster, who inquired whether something should be added Article 2, after
reviewing it.
ARTICLE 2 — The report of the committee assigned to visit the Schaddelees was
. /
presented. These members have, by virtue of a prevideus communication, stated that they
do not consider they have any ecclesiastical connection with this congregation, and that
for a long time already they have been listed by the Secessionists at Graafschaap as
members. Consequently, it was decided to mak‘ an announcement of this fact to the
congregation.
matter of the care of Hubert Bottenberg.
ARTICLE 3 — Brother Broek reports in th matter
Present circumstances make it impossible for him to be placed at the home of P. Vork.
After investigating the matter and heáing from Brother Kamper, it was decided to place
him in the home of H. Boeve, who fias declared that he is willing to accept him. His wife
concurs, because he is an orphan The further care of Hubert was assigned to Labots and
van de Luyster.
ARTICLE 4 — Membership/ ransfers were received for Geertje Wilterdink, nee Belt, from
Zeeland, dated May 5, 1860, and Tjalligje Doets van de Wall, from Kalamazoo, dated
April 14, 1860. A statenfent of membership was given to Wilhelmina Johanna Maria van
Raalte.
ARTICLE 5 — Min9 ijnsdorp, Levina Magdalena Schilman, and Lammetje Jans
Visscher entered de meeting for the purpose of making profession of faith leading to
admission to the ord's Supper. After hearing their profession of faith, the first two were
accepted and, iqtthe case of Lammetje Visscher, it was decided to investigate further,
because of her ehavior and lack of obedience and childish behavior in relationship to her
/
parents. The orrimittee si Rev. van Raalte and Keppel.

